In 7 of these, 5^*3 per cent., the clubbing could be described as gross. (4 The arterial anoxia present in some types of congenital heart disease may thus produce the peripheral vaso-dilatation described by Mendlowitz and also render the tissues anoxic, thereby stimulating the fibrous tissue in these parts to proliferate and thus producing the picture of clubbing of the fingers.
(^b) The Toxamic Factor The mechanism of clubbing in such conditions as bronchiectasis, hepatic cirrhosis and ulcerative colitis, however, demands further explanation. All these conditions are associated with a degree of toxaemia and the majority of these cases have an increased blood sedimentation rate. This increased B.S.R. is common to the majority of cases characterised by clubbing of the fingers, although it is recognised, that clubbing does not occur in certain long-standing infections and in other conditions associated with an increased sedimentation rate. The rate of fall of the R.B.C. therefore demands further study.
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